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has long been well recognized in the United States as “seborrhcea sicca,” 
faciei el corporis , according to the region invaded. It is a distinctly 
seborrhceic process, which seldom assumes an eczematous nature. It is 
a well-defined disease, and we are pleased to see such a good portrait of 
it; but it would serve a better representation of the disease as met with 
here, if the skin were more greasy and scaly or crusted. 

Fasciculus IIL takes up the subject of lichen planus, the four por¬ 
traits given illustrating the subacute and chronic forms as they affect the 
skin and the mucous membrane. The drawing and coloring of these 
plates are not altogether satisfactory, the lesions of the usual form of the 
disease, as shown on the forearm, being more elevated and whiter than is 
the rule. All of the cases portray unusual rather than common forms 
of lichen planus, a disease which occurs more frequently probably in 
England than in any other country. Next we note a rare form of bull¬ 
ous iodide eruption, in which the lesions have the appearance of being 
fungoid rather than bullous. The case is instructive. Two portraits of 
arsenical pigmentation and two of arsenical keratosis follow, all being of 
interest. There is also a striking picture of “ lupus erythematosus seba- 
ceus,” in which the sebaceous crusts are pronounced and thick, and the 
zone of inflammation around the patches very active. Acne varioli¬ 
formis is a rare manifestation, of which there are three portraits given. 
The affection is usually confounded with acneform syphilis, to which, on 
account of the punched-out, crusted, ulcerative lesions, it bears close 
resemblance. The characteristic symptoms of the disease are the varioli¬ 
form scars which the pustules leave, the tendency to affect the forehead 
at the border of the scalp, tendency to recur, chronicity, and the com¬ 
parative dryness of the necrotic process. 

We commend the Atlas with warmest praise to all interested in 
dermatology. It bids fair to be a monumental work, and it should 
receive a generous reception at the hands of the profession at large. The 
form is dignified and grand, the paper highly calendered and thick, the 
type large and excellent. The letter-press takes up each disease in a 
practical way, describing first the characteristic symptoms and features, 
followed by a brief history of the case portrayed, together with appro¬ 
priate remarks upon the diagnosis of the disease viewed as a whole. We 
trust that with the completion of the work the names of the artists who 
have done such good medical painting will be given. L. A. D. 


Traite Elementaire de Clinique Therapeutique. Par le Dr. Gaston 
Lyon, Chef de Clinique M6dicale a la Faculty de Medicine de Paris. Paris: 
G. Masson, 1895. 

An Elementary Treatise on Clinical Therapeutics. By Gaston 
Lyon. 

. It has only been within the last few years that books upon therapeu¬ 
tics have been written, not from the position of the drug, but from the 
standpoint of the disease to which the drug is to be applied. Several 
works have been published in this country and abroad which have 
covered this field of medical literature quite thoroughly, and we now 
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have presented to us a very useful, carefuUy premred, and excellent 
volume by Dr. Lyon, which is perhaps the most exhaustive bwk of ite 
kind by a single author which exists to-day, covering as it does nearly 

--to tl-e of the dative 
svstem the respiratory system, etc., and nearly every article teems with 
p?« C ription3 wh”h the author has found of value or more commonly 
extracted from the writings of men who are usually ranked as author! 

^iTmany'of thTartidei the symptoms of the diseases are sc 
described hnd the pathology underlying these sympteM so thoroughl/ 
discussed that the application of the remedial agents which iollow ib 
not onlv rational but encouraging to the physician who desires to 
foTlow he™dv“re of the author^ not blindly, but with a clear under¬ 
standing of what he is doing. Under the article on gout we note 
that the author writes quite exhaustively concerning the ordinary rem 
edtal meiuS andThen discusses the treatment of this affection by the 
various springs which he believes to possess particular value, classifying 
them According te the many forms of gout which present tbemselvesto 
the practitioner. Thus he suggests that for “ ut ® ““f 

putatively recent and has attacked vigorous subjects, that the springs ot 
*Vid.y and Vais are to be resorted to; whilem thesubacute^HHnltd 
thereare congestion of the liver and intestinal atony, Carlsbad and Chatel 
Guyon areSmmended. In those cases in which there n, pulmonary 
or diabetic trouble a visit to Koyat is desirable, and shou i Bravel be 
present Contrfxeville, Evian, and Vittel are adviaible. Shoulthcrebc 
chronic gout with articular involvement and a deposit of tophi he sug 
eests Bourbonne-lea-Bains and Plombieres. ahonlnte 

In the treatment of an acute attack Lyon believes that absolute 
immobility of the part, with the use of an ointmcnt cmnposHi of ten 
ner cent of salicylate of sodium in lanoline, is very useful, and be also 
• advocates that the carbonate or benzoate of lithium shall be giv™ m 
someth aromatic infusion. With the tincture of colchicun,be advises 
that we combine tincture of aconite root, jalap, and cinchona. 

The author is careful to point out from time to tine in the text that 
various medTcamTnts are needed in the different stages »fttie isease 
as they present themselves. In speaking of 

various forms of tremor, he details treatment which he thinks suitable in 
Seh paSar cL, mi we note that, unlike many other Continental 
writere, he has been careful to go beyond the therapeutics 
men and to quote from the writing, of aborers m foieiEn fielde. Thus 
under the remedies which he particularly regards as of value in tne 
tremors of naralvsis agitans we find sulphate of sparteine, borax, duboi 
starpTcrotoSta S hyoscyamine, and we are glad to note that be gives 
the credit for the“se of the sulphate of sparteine to Dr. Potts, of Phd- 
adelnhia. Personally we have always found that hyoscine was prefera¬ 
ble ta any of these remedies, and we notice tbatLyon suggests its employ- 
ment) particularly if insomnia be present We find an ereor, however 
in that he ordeis a solution containing hydrochlorate of cocaine ana 
Lorex (instead of boric acid), forming, of course, thereby a chemical 

““Xfifail in all, the book may be characterized asi onewhich m 
thorough, practical, carefully prepared, and singularly free from 
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many errors, typographical and otherwise, which are so apt to creep 
into the literary productions of our French brethren, particularly in 
regard to their spelling of proper names. The book will naturally fail 
to have a large sale in this country, both because its field is well filled, 
and because it is in the French language; but we doubt not that it will 
be very popular in France, as it deserves to be. H. A. H. 


Clinical Gynecology, Medical and Surgical, tor Students and 
Practitioners, by Eminent American Teachers. Edited by John 
M. Keating, M.D., LL.D., and Henry C. Coe, M.D., M.R.C.S., Pro¬ 
fessor of Gynecology, New York Polyclinic. Illustrated. Pp. xviii., 994. 
Philadelphia: J. P. Lippincott Company, 1895. 

Considering the immense advance in gynecology during the past 
twenty years, together with the many and necessarily rapid changes in 
methods, no apology is needed for the appearance of the present or any 
similar volume. A book on this subject two years old, unless thor¬ 
oughly revised, is out of date, and does not contain the best teaching to 
be obtained. Nor does this shifting indicate any lack of stability or 
consistency in the profession; it is merely what is true of the perfection 
of anything worth perfecting—it means that everything rational must 
be weighed and tried before professional opinion can become settled on 
a sure and permanent basis. 

Much criticism has been expended on systems, and not a little con¬ 
demnation has been meted out to them. It is quite certain, however, 
that no one man can write so good a book as a number of men writing 
conjointly. Every man has his hobbies and weak points, which not 
infrequently carry him into absurdities and failures. Most men are 
interested in a certain few subjects in their branch of study, and give 
much thought to these, to the exclusion of all else. Such a one writing 
a book will almost surely produce two or three chapters which show 
brilliant thought, hard work, and honest conviction; the remainder of the 
book, which would otherwise have been a brilliant one, is ruined by 
being practically copied from other and older works. The consequence 
of all this is that our older text books are so full of false and absurd 
teachings as to render otherwise good works useless for the instruction of 
the present day. An able editor, carefully picking his associates, and 
assigning them work in their proper sphere, can for these reasons pro¬ 
duce a book far superior in value to the profession to that of the ordinary 
individual—and this the more so if he fearlessly uses his editorial pen 
after the manuscript has come into his hands, deducting, adding, and 
harmonizing wherever needed. 

In this respect the editor of the present volume has been considerably 
hampered, inasmuch as the work had been well advanced before he was 
called to continue what had been begun by the late Dr. Keating. No 
one can fail to appreciate how difficult must have been the task of taking 
up and finishing the work of another, aiming at the same time to retain 
the individuality of the former editor and to ao justice to one’s self. The 
consequence of this dual editorship has been the production of some 
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faults— remarkably few under the circumstances, and yet such as would 
we feri sfre have occurred otherwise. This fact only serves to 
emphasize the ability with which the editorial P“ t . ha i^ e ™ f l T^roart- 
The book contains much which is excellent, and in most of its depart 
mcnts is well up to date. Its faults are such as could easily be eliminated 
, t a e , sor k ma d e worthy of the place it should hold in gynecological 
Semture ^“t sILds, it must be revised or fail. It is an unfortunate 
fact but a fact nevertheless, that a little bad may spoil the whole, even 
[hough the bulk of the whole be good._ This become ‘be “ore so when 
the b g ad is found at of 

theUterS” subjects so important that a correct knowledge of 

sassSttS 

G^t^l^Tli^chapter rep^tm^tbe'^ast'of^he^iiterary^po^ictions 

of thU nifted wriKd” Wl respects worthy of his pen. It gathers 

r irTtr:™£ss iiiESKTui. 

»io, 

ma"y S of them in whole, hut a few must remain open to future question 

““Chantfr I treats of “Methods of Gynecological Examination” in a 
manne? which is worthy of its author. The subject .a gone into very 
thoroughly and the teachiug is for the most part sound. We are P 
dally glad * to note the emphasis given to the too umversally eomrai 
prrn «,_ v j z the too frequent and unnecessary examination of young 

E D use£r^«t is safe enough although unnec^awr m 
skilled hands Examination under ether is the proper resource for clea 
““ doubtfulpoints-the less the skill the greater the necessity. The 
p ofuraduated bougies, as recommended, as the first step in curettag 
is not the best. If the steel instrument of Goodell u to be used' P“b,“- 

L«tit e e g wth U i^ a “K 

Tbo means of the ordinary physician, and does not presuppose social 
nude illustrations of the various gynecological positions. It is absolute y 



